
  
BADMINTON AUSTRALIA TECHNICAL OFFICIALS 
NATIONAL QUALIFICATION PROCESS 
 
This document outlines the national process to become, develop and progress as a 
recognised national Line Judge, Umpire or Referee. 
 
Each technical official role progresses from national level through to Oceania and BWF for 
international tournaments. A copy of the full pathways can be viewed HERE. 
 
Contact information for officials enquiries for each State or Territory (S/T) is provided below. 
Some S/Ts have a formal and separately managed Technical Officials Committee. 
 
For any other enquiries including related to information contained in this document contact 
Badminton Australia Technical Officials Committee via batoc@badminton.org.au.  
 

 
Contacts 

 

State / Territory Managed By Contact 

Badminton ACT Sheehan Lim Sheehan.lim@gmail.com 

Badminton NSW Badminton NSW Technical 
Officials Committee 

bnswtoc@gmail.com 

Badminton NT President admin@ntbadminton.org.au 

Badminton QLD  secretary@qba.net.au 

Badminton SA Simon Oatense oatense@gmail.com 

Badminton TAS David Turner davidmusic@netspace.net.au 

Badminton VIC Badminton Victoria Technical 
Officials Committee 

bvcoc@badmintonvic.com.au 

Badminton WA WA Technical Officials 
Committee 

toc@badmintonwa.org.au 

 
 
Document Short Cut Links 
 

• National Line Judge 

• National Accredited Umpire 

• National Certificated Umpire 

• National Accredited Referee 

• National Certificated Referee 

 

https://badmintonoceania.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Technical-Officials-Pathway-February-2026.pdf
mailto:batoc@badminton.org.au
mailto:bnswtoc@gmail.com
mailto:admin@ntbadminton.org.au
mailto:bvcoc@badmintonvic.com.au
mailto:toc@badmintonwa.org.au


 
National Line Judge Qualification Process 

 
 

➢ At a National level, anyone can step into the role and is encouraged to learn line 
judging without requiring a formal qualification. 

➢ For International events preference for line judges is usually given to those with a 
qualification (National Line Judge in Australia). 

 

Nominations 
 

To register interest in becoming a National level line judge contact 
your S/T directly who will provide details of their process and training 
dates. 
There is no lower or upper age limit to become a National line judge, 
however BWF has an upper age limit of 65 years old. 

Proficiency 
requirements 
 

• Complete National Line Judge Training online via ETrainu. 

• Attend a S/T in person training course (contact your S/T 
contact) 

• Complete and pass a theory exam at the training 

• Complete and pass a practical assessment 

• Be able to understand and communicate in English (the 
training and exam will be in English) 

Practical 
Assessment 
 

This will take place at events nominated by the S/T and/or BATOC 
and candidates will be assessed over a minimum of 6 matches at a 
junior or senior level, of which 4 will be doubles. 

Assessors 
 

Assessments for National level Line Judges may be carried out by 
any current or ex Oceania or BWF Line Judges, or another suitably 
qualified person appointed by BATOC. S/Ts or BATOC will appoint 
assessors. 

Recognition of 
Qualification 
 

Passing the assessment will include the following: 
 

• Practical Assessment - Each candidate will undergo a 
practical assessment using the BATOC Assessment sheet 
and must achieve a satisfactory grade to pass.   

• Final Approval - Following assessment of both theory and 
practical, assessors will forward the results to BATOC. 

• Certificate – If successful, candidates will be awarded a 
certificate from Badminton Australia in recognition of their 
achievement. 

Maintaining Active 
Accreditation 
 

Each Line Judge who attains a National Certificated level status 
must remain active by meeting the criteria below:  
 

• S/Ts validate the Line Judge is active 

• Attend at least one international tournament every 2 years 
 
All National Line Judges are to complete their record of work via the 
online form each year. Failure to meet the criteria for maintaining 
accreditation above will result in written communications by BATOC 
providing a grace period of 12 months to rectify the situation. Failure 
to rectify will result in the Line Judge undertaking reassessment. 

https://badmintonaus.etrainu.com/training/index.cfm?event=page.login


 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Nominations for Oceania Level Line Judge 
 
A call for nominations for assessment as an Oceania Line Judge will be sent from BATOC to 
S/Ts in September each year. Nominations for assessment must be forwarded by the S/T 
Technical Officials Committee or S/T contact to BATOC by the advised deadline. National 
Line Judges must remain active at that level for a recommended one year before they can be 
nominated. 
 
Line Judges will not be considered for assessment if BATOC consider that the candidate 
does not have enough experience or ability to progress to Oceania level. 
 
Before being assessed at Oceania Level candidates must have performed Line Judge duties 
at a minimum of 2 international tournaments. 
 
To progress to Oceania level all Line Judges must also complete Umpire Accreditation. 
  



 
National Umpire Qualification Process 

 
 

➢ For local tournaments (club level) anyone can step into the role and is encouraged to 
practise umpiring without requiring a formal qualification. 

➢ Selections for National and Australian hosted International events are allocated based 
on level of qualification plus a number of other criteria including total number of umpire 
nominations, interest and potential for development, home S/T and gender balance. 

 
There are two National umpiring levels; accredited and certificated. 
 

National Accredited Umpire 
 

Nominations 
 

To register interest in becoming a National Accredited Umpire 
contact your S/T directly who will provide details of their process and 
training dates. 
Accredited Umpires must be at least 16 years of age. There is no 
national upper age limit but BWF has a limit of 55 years old. 

Proficiency 
requirements 
 

• Complete National Accredited Umpire Training online via 
ETrainu. 

• Complete Completing a Scoresheet online course via 
ETrainu 

• Complete mandatory Sport Integrity Australia online training. 
You will be guided through this on Etrainu 

• Have a valid Working With Children Check or equivalent. 

• Attend a S/T in person training course (contact your S/T 
contact) 

• Complete and pass a theory exam at the training 

• Complete and pass a practical assessment 

• A good level of written and spoken English (the training and 
exam will be in English and umpires are required to 
communicate the laws to players and make calls in English) 

Practical 
Assessment 

This will take place at events nominated by the S/T and/or BATOC. 
Umpires must complete the following: 
 

• 6 x matches as an Umpire 

• 5 x matches as a Service Judge 

• 2 x matches as a Line Judge 

Assessors 
 

Assessments for Accredited level Umpire may be carried out by any 
current and ex BWF or Confederation level, National Certificated 
Umpires or other suitably qualified person appointed by the S/T or 
BATOC. 

Recognition of 
Qualification 
 

Passing the assessment will include the following: 
 

• Practical Assessment - Each candidate will undergo a 
practical assessment using the BATOC Assessment sheet 
and must achieve a satisfactory grade to pass. 
Assessment categories are: 

o Match preparation; 
o Calling of Scores; 

https://badmintonaus.etrainu.com/training/index.cfm?event=page.login


 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

o Court Management; 
o Conclusion of Match 
o Service Judging.   

• Final Approval - Following completion of both theory and 
practical assessments, the S/T will forward the results to 
BATOC along with summary sheet. 

• Certificate – If successful, candidates will be awarded a 
certificate from Badminton Australia in recognition of their 
achievement. 

Maintaining Active 
Accreditation 

Umpire at a minimum of 20 matches a year over 4 tournaments 
Must complete 40 matches in the previous year to be eligible for 
assessment at Certificated level. 
 
All Accredited National Umpires are to complete their record of work 
via the online form each year. Failure to meet the criteria for 
maintaining accreditation above will result in written communications 
by BATOC providing a grace period of 12 months to rectify the 
situation. Failure to rectify will result in the Umpire undertaking 
reassessment. 

 

National Certificated Umpire 
 

Nominations 
 

A call for nominations for assessment as a Certificated Umpire will 
be sent from BATOC to S/Ts in September each year. Nominations 
for assessment must be forwarded by the S/T Technical Officials 
Committee or S/T contact to BATOC by the advised deadline. 
 
Candidates are recommended to be at the National Accredited 
Level for two years before being nominated for Certificated level. 
 
Umpires will not be considered for assessment if BATOC consider 
that the candidate does not have enough experience or ability to 
progress to Certificated level. 
 
There is no age limit to become a certificated Umpire however it is 
unlikely that anyone under 18 would be ready for this level, unless in 
exceptional circumstances. 

Proficiency 
requirements 
 

To be accepted for assessment as a Certificated Umpire, a 
candidate must be an Accredited National Umpire, have umpired at 
40 matches in the previous 12 months and have held accreditation 
level for a recommended two years. 
 
Accredited Umpires showing significant potential can be fast tracked 
for Certification level assessment via S/T nomination to BATOC. 



 
Practical 
Assessment 

This can take place at the following events: 

• Clendinnen Shield/Closed Championships 

• Under 19 National Carnival 

• Oceania Championships 

• Any international event providing enough practical matches 
for assessment 

 
Where possible the practical assessment is completed across one 
tournament. However if required the assessor can recommend 
completion at a future tournament. 

Assessors Assessors for National Certificated Assessments will be appointed 
by BATOC. 
 
To ensure adequate coverage of candidates’ performances, a 
minimum of two assessors will be appointed to assess a maximum 
of six candidates. If there are more than six candidates to assess, at 
least one additional assessor per two candidates will be appointed. 

Recognition of 
Qualification 
 

Passing the assessment will include the following: 
 

• Practical Assessment - Each candidate will undergo a 
practical assessment using the BATOC Assessment sheet 
and must achieve a satisfactory grade to pass. 
Assessment categories are: 

o Match preparation; 
o Calling of Scores; 
o Court Management; 
o Conclusion of Match 
o Service Judging.   

• Final Approval - Following completion of both theory and 
practical assessments, assessors will forward the results to 
BATOC with a pass/fail recommendation. BATOC will ratify 
the result and notify the relevant S/T contact who can inform 
the candidate. 

• Certificate – If successful, candidates will be awarded a 
certificate from Badminton Australia in recognition of their 
achievement. 

Maintaining Active 
Accreditation 

Umpire at a minimum of 5 tournaments or 50 matches a year PLUS 
1 National or higher event every 2 years (min 10 matches). 
 
All Certificated National Umpires are to complete their record of 
work via the online form each year. Failure to meet the criteria for 
maintaining accreditation above will result in written communications 
by BATOC providing a grace period of 12 months to rectify the 
situation. Failure to rectify will result in the Umpire undertaking 
reassessment. 

 
Nominations for Oceania Level Umpire 
 
Candidates are recommended to be at the National Certificated level for two years before 
being nominated for Oceania level.  



 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

National Referee Qualification Process 

 
 

➢ To referee at State sanctioned events you will need to be a National Accredited 
Referee or above. 

➢ To referee at National events you will need to be a National Certificated Referee or 
above. 

➢ To referee at International events you will need to be Oceania level and above. 
 
There are two National refereeing levels; accredited and certificated. 
 

National Referee Accreditation 
 

Nominations 
 

To register interest in becoming a National Accredited Referee 
contact your S/T directly. 
 
There is no age limit to become an accredited Referee, however it is 
a position that requires responsibility, communication and emotional 
intelligence. Referees would benefit from having a good knowledge 
of the game and the Laws of Badminton. BWF has an upper age 
limit of 65. 

Proficiency 
requirements 
 

• Complete mandatory Sport Integrity Australia online training 

• Have a valid Working With Children Check or equivalent 

• Attend a National training course. Nominations are called for 
through S/T contacts or Technical Officials invited to apply 
directly 

• Complete and pass a theory exam at the training. For those 
who are not Umpire qualified training will include umpire 
training 

• Complete and pass a practical assessment 

• A good level of written and spoken English (the training and 
exam will be in English and referees are required to 
communicate with stakeholders at events) 

Practical 
Assessment 

BATOC will provide a written assessment to candidates. Upon 
completion and receiving a pass, BATOC will advise S/Ts a practical 
assessment can take place and the candidate will be appointed to 
an event as Referee. Where possible and practical, the assessment 
will consist of a practical assessment during the appointed 
tournament 

Assessors 
 

Assessments for Accredited level Referees may be carried out by 
any current or ex National Certificated and above Referee or other 
suitably qualified person appointed by BATOC. 

Recognition of 
Qualification 
 

Passing the assessment will include the following: 
 

• Practical Assessment - Each candidate will undergo a 
practical assessment using the BATOC Assessment sheet 
and must achieve a satisfactory grade to pass. The 



 
assessment will be made while Refereeing at an event, 
however the practical assessment will also cover all parts of 
pre-event and post-event work including reporting. 

• Final Approval - Following completion of both theory and 
practical assessments, assessors will forward the results to 
BATOC along with summary sheet. 

• Certificate – If successful, candidates will be awarded a 
certificate from Badminton Australia in recognition of their 
achievement. 

Maintaining Active 
Accreditation 

Each Referee who attains a National Accredited level must remain 
active by performing duties of a Referee / Deputy Referee at 2 State 
sanctioned tournaments per calendar year.  
 
All Accredited National Referees are to complete their record of 
work via the online form each year. Failure to meet the criteria for 
maintaining accreditation above will result in written communications 
by BATOC providing a grace period of 12 months to rectify the 
situation. Failure to rectify will result in the Referee undertaking 
reassessment. 

 
 

National Referee Certification 
 

Nominations 
 

A call for nominations for assessment as a Certificated Referee will 
be sent from BATOC to S/Ts in September each year. Nominations 
for assessment must be forwarded by the S/T Technical Officials 
Committee or S/T contact to BATOC by the advised deadline. 
 
Candidates are recommended to be at the National Accredited 
Level for two years before being nominated for Certificated level. 
 
Umpires will not be considered for assessment if BATOC consider 
that the candidate does not have enough experience or ability to 
progress to Certificated level. 
 

Proficiency 
requirements 
 

To be accepted for assessment as a Certificated Referee, a 
candidate must be an Accredited National Referee and have held 
that qualification for a recommended two years. 
 
Nominees must have met their accredited criteria for that level in the 
previous 12 months (Referee / Deputy Referee at 2 State 
sanctioned tournaments per calendar year) and successfully 
completed a theory exam prior to their practical assessment. 
 
It is recommended that before certification assessment, the 
candidate be appointed as a Deputy Referee for a National Carnival 
to gain experience and practise. 

Practical 
Assessment 

This will take place at a Junior National Championships, held 
outside the candidate’s home State. 
 



 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Assessors Assessments for Certificated level Referees may be carried out by 
any current or ex Oceania Accredited and above Level Referee or 
other suitably qualified person appointed by BATOC.   

Recognition of 
Qualification 
 

Passing the assessment will include the following: 
 

• Practical Assessment - Each candidate will undergo a 
practical assessment using the BATOC Assessment sheet 
and must achieve a satisfactory grade to pass. The 
assessment will be made while Refereeing at an event, 
however the practical assessment will also cover all parts of 
pre-event and post-event work including reporting. 

• Final Approval - Following completion of both theory and 
practical assessments, assessors will forward the results to 
BATOC along with summary sheet. 

• Certificate – If successful, candidates will be awarded a 
certificate from Badminton Australia in recognition of their 
achievement. 

Maintaining Active 
Accreditation 

To maintain status candidates must: 
 

• Perform Referee / Deputy Referee duties at 2 State 
sanctioned tournaments per calendar year 

• Attend at least 1 National or higher event (preferably outside 
home state) over a two-year period. 

 
All Certificated National Referees are to complete their record of 
work via the online form each year. Failure to meet the criteria for 
maintaining accreditation above will result in written communications 
by BATOC providing a grace period of 12 months to rectify the 
situation. Failure to rectify will result in the Referee being 
downgraded to national accredited level and will be required to go 
through the assessment process to regain certificated level. 
 
National Certificated Referees will be appraised at least once every 
4 years, or as requested by BATOC. 
 

 
Nominations for Oceania Level Referee 
 
Candidates are recommended to be at the National Certificated level for two years before 
being nominated for Oceania level. 
 


