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NOMINATION FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP

BADMINTON AUSTRALIA

Motion: Under clause 5.2 of Badminton Australia's constitution, the Board recommends that
members approve the appointment of Geraldine Brown OAM as a Life Member of
Badminton Australia.

BACKGROUND

Geraldine Brown's contribution to badminton spans over four decades, encompassing
exceptional service as a player, coach, administrator, technical official, and international
advocate for the sport.

PLAYING CAREER

Geraldine's badminton journey began as a junior player representing Tasmania, progressing
to senior state representation before relocating to Victoria, where she represented that state on
four occasions. Her playing achievements include:

o Australian representation: 5 occasions

e Australian Ladies Doubles Champion: 2 times

e Tasmanian Ladies Doubles Champion: 14 times

e Tasmanian Mixed Doubles Champion: 10 times

e Masters Competition: Podium performances at Australian and World Masters events

COACHING AND OFFICIATING
Geraldine's expertise extended beyond playing to include:
o Certified coach and coaching course presenter
o State selector
e Manager of numerous Australian teams (2000-2008)
e Technical official and umpire

ADMINISTRATIVE LEADERSHIP

Geraldine's administrative service to badminton has been extraordinary:



Badminton Australia

e Board member: 1997-2024 (27 years)
e President: 2008-2018 (10 years)

International Appointments

e Badminton Oceania Board member: 2005-2024

o Badminton Oceania President: 2012-2022

e BWF Vice President for Oceania: 2013-2024

e Chair, BWF Gender Equity Commission (significant work empowering women in
sport)

¢ Australian Commonwealth Games Association Board member: 2010-2019

e Australian Commonwealth Games Association Vice President: 2015-2019

RECOGNITION AND AWARDS
Geraldine's distinguished service has been recognized through numerous prestigious awards:

e Order of Australia Medal (OAM) for services to badminton (2019)

e Merit Award for Distinguished Service from Oceania Sports Federations (2018)
o Tasmania Honour Roll of Women for service to sport and recreation (2006)

e Administrator of the Year from Tasmanian Sports (2005)

e Conspicuous Service Award from Badminton Australia (2005)

e Merit Award for Outstanding Service from Tasmania Badminton Association

(2022)
ADDITIONAL SPORTING CONTRIBUTIONS
Beyond badminton, Geraldine was an exceptional squash player, representing Tasmania and

serving as a squash coach and team manager, demonstrating her broader commitment to sport
development.

RECOMMENDATION

Geraldine Brown's service to badminton is second to none. Her contributions on and off the
court have been instrumental in establishing badminton as the inclusive, thriving sport it is
today. Her leadership, particularly in advancing gender equity and governance at the highest
international levels, has left a lasting legacy.

On behalf of the Badminton Australia Board, I move the following motion:

"That Geraldine Brown OAM be appointed as a Life Member of Badminton
Australia."



